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Stephen Goldsmith has over 40 years experiencecleaning some of the world’s finestjewellery, and
RIreaders were recently given the chance to tweet their questions to him. Here is what he had to say

ith 3 C¥ thatincludes
naraes such as Asprey,
Garrard, The o Fennell,
the English Prerader
League and The Royal Mint, no one can
argue with Stephen Goldsmith's pedigree
when it cornes to ensuring thatsorae of
the warld's finestjewellery and precious
raetals are kept in pristine condition.
An arabassador for the Institute of
Professional Goldsraiths and a tuter for
the School of Jewrellery at Birraingharn
Gty University, Goldstaith can recount
racrefacts about cleaning precious metak
than most would ever profess to lnow.
Goldstaith began his craft at
the Rochester College of Art (now
University for the Creative Arts), in
1971 and went on to becorne 2 Master
Policher. In his 42-year career, he has
wodsed for 2 whole hest of dients,
frora renowned finejewellery brands
through to erainent patrons including
the Royal Household, The Royal
Sodety and the Ministry of Defence.
Hehas also been responsible for

raaint aining the rairror shine on sorae of
thewarld’s best-known raajor sporting
trophies, including the D avis, Heinelen,
Wirabledon and Dubad World cups, and
the Preraier League, Wodd Snooler,
World Criclet and Masters trophies. In

As well asbeinga
Master Polisher,
Goldsmithis dsoatutor

fact, he can often still be seen poliching
the Premier League Cup on Sloy sports.

Other notable pieces of ra etalware
that have been entrusted to Goldsaith's
sldllsinchide the Brit Awards and Pride
of Britain Awards, the chalice of Cardinal
John Henry Newraan - which was used
by Pope Benedict XVI duringhis 2010
visit to the UIC - and the cereronial race
that rests in the House of Corara ons.

Goldsraith is 2 Freeraan of The
Worshipful Corapany of Goldsaiths
and was granted theFreedorm of the
City of Londonin 1975; he & also 2
Fellow of the Institute of Professional
Goldstaiths. He has won The Goldsmaith's
Corapany Award twice and has served
15 ajudgefor the pastfew years on
behalf of the Crafts Council Awards.

For the first tirae, and as part of Retail
Jawellers anamal precious metak issue, we
asled our readers to tweet their questions
on jewdlery cleaning for Goldstaith
Overleaf are the top questions tweeted
using the hashtag#AskStephenGoldsraith,
and the answers frora the ran hirself
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PRECIOUS METALS

| Any tips for keoping jewallany claan
o the shopfloor without fully
ra-polishingit?
T arn not sure if there is 3 quicl: fis for this
painful exerdse. The best adviceis ta keep
on top of it and use an ulransonic clean er
on aselection of your stods at a troe If
thepieces areliept i sealed cabinets
then you canuse 3 Ant-Tarnish stripes.

What ara your farourite tools for
thosaraaly wicky #0 reach recassad
surfaces?

Tuse goat's hair white brushes
aither on 3 wheelor forthe
pendant raotor. There are pencil
ones which are really gentle but
Ifind firro onves really useful for
deaningpavé diarnonds and [ use
these with ronge and Vienna live,

ks itok tousasilver dips to
claan tamish from silver?
Idon't recornraend silver dips.
Ttisa quickfix to freshen up a
niew piece of silver tut the tarnish
F00n Teturms with 3 vengeance
under storelighting Siver dips
will also min antique pieces and
will rercove the natural patina.

Do youhava any tips lor
plishing platinum when it
has asoldar join?
Thebest technique is

to urestnall tools.
Ibenetit frorn the

buoury of having a
two-spead raotorzol can
slow it down but rnost people
don't have thiz, Twould also
adwiz e that wou use rops that ane
less than 10cmn and that are especially
meated for platinumn polishing

Whatis tha bast tamperatua
and tim & 1o sat tha ultrasenic
claanar for?
Tt all depends onwhat you are desning.
o jewellery has large stones and
& safetoput n thenltmzonic cleaner
then B to G0 iz sufficient, Ifitiz a
sibrer object with no =t anes then you
can set the ternperature slightly higher
Fermernber, bevery careful not to
put o finggrers in the iquid while
thernachine iswibrating azitwill give
wou arthritiz in later life The ultnsonic
can alsa etch silver # the itern iz leftin
there too long, s 0if it & a silwer itern
Twonldn't recorarnend anoy longer
than five raintes. All coraposition
shonld drop offin s econds anomray.

Goldsmith, who has
bt in thea businass
for 42 years atwork
cleaning rafous
PlesCas ; [Coniralone
of the piscas hahas
bewsn responsibla
for podishing

Lok of my designs hava
neoks and or annies that gat
pelishing compound in.
What's the basttip for
removing this?
1 polish all bacl holes before
the stones aTesetzo they
are easierto dean andl
use either soft goat's har
prenl brushes o azoft
toothbrush to encourage
the polishing corapound
to corie ot [ alzo clean at
least twice, espacially before
finishing, #o if there are anor slight radss,
they can be reroved afterwards.

Whers is tha bastplace, inyour
opinion, to sall lam o without being
chaatad?
Lernel iz 3 trade termo for the sraall
shavings of precions retal that arelet
froro filing and sawingtechniques used
in themarfacmre of jewsllery, Fon
haveto reallytale 3 corapany’s word for
what actially comes out of your lemel,
butl understand this canbe 3 concern.
Presroan Mastermaelt offer 3 serdeeto
their custoroers where they can watdh their

%

Followr us on Twiatter
For thelatest jewallarvindusry
ries followe Hedail Jawadar
arataljewellar

lernelbeingraeked and then irnmnediately
placethe relted batton into the X-ray
roachine, which gives the custorier a
rongh on-the-spot assay, This means the
custorner has aroughides of what assay
to expect and is safein the lnowd ed ge that
the process is a5 fransparent asit can be,

Howr dio you K ywour hands claan?
Prevention is far better than curezo I use
O Treeffe's Wiodiing Hands mcisturising
crearn to ensure oy hands stay
rooistirized. If T didn 't raoisturise propechy
oy fingers wonld bes o cracled that I
wionld never be ableto get thern clean.

Whatis tha onaobjact that you would
daarlylova topolish?

I have been Indiy encugh to polish
zorne of the best creationsmaa de by the
world's finest eraftsroen and zo thisis
ahard question to answer, Howeyver,
havingfust retumed from Fussia, I
think the Fabergd Coronation Egy frora
1887 wold have to betheultimate
object for roe. All the egws were very
whirnsical and, in that zense, rudh like
alot of Theo Fennell's creations taday.

You ara the ambassador to e
Instituta of Professiona Goldsmiths
[IPG) - whe ara they?

The PG is an organisation that promotes
and supports craftspeople of the highest
calibre, who produce onlby the finest
worlToanship, We ako romtareup-and-
corning young crafternen, o they are
ableta becorne Fellows in the foture. #

To keep up to date with latest|ewellery
cleaning Inbbrmation, bllow Stephe n
Goldsmith on Twitter Sgoldpolisher
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